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The Ananda Chandra College Medicinal Plant Garden was established in 2009 under a Research
Project carried out by the then Principal Dr. Hiranmay Biswas (PI), funded by the West Bengal
State Council of Science & Technology with the aim of conservation and propagation of
Medicinal Plants of North Bengal region. The garden covered almost an area of one acre lying
vacant within the college campus, behind the college building on the bank of Karala River. The
teachers of Botany Department Dr.Rita Som Paul and Sri Suman Sen were the Co-Pls in the
project. Extensive survey work was carried out to different forest villages of North Bengal with
the help of the Forest Department and propagules were collected for planting in the
demonstration plot of the garden. Several workshops were also conducted and SHGs were made
awareabout thedemand ofMedicinalPlantsand their market value. Thegardengraduallyturned out
to be a green paradise with near about 250 odd species of herbs, shrubs and trees, all ofwhich had
great medicinal value. Plants like Abroma augusta, Achyranthes aspera, Justicia adhatoda, Aloe
vera, Andrographis paniculata, Asparagus racemosus, Averrhoea carambole, Bixa orellana,
Cajanus cajan and Catharanthus roseus to name a few (list enclosed). After completion of the
said project the maintenance of the garden and its sustenance became a major problem.
BotanyDepartmentcameupwithaminorprojectduring2011-2013whichcouldhelpa



little insustaining the college MedicinalPlant Garden. Thereafter, the college authorityhas been
taking care of this garden with the help of the faculty of Botany Department in terms of
knowledge based support. Unfortunately, during Covid lockdown period, little or no care of the
garden could be taken for a long period of time leading to the loss of several medicinally
important plant species. Moreover, the undergrowth of weeds damaged the garden flora. Post
lockdown, the college is trying to restore the garden gradually with the help of Botany
Department and technical support from the Medicinal Plant Garden of the North Bengal
University. The aim is to create a herbal garden which would academically benefit both the
students and the faculty of the college. Another aim is to protect and sustain several endangered
and rare speciesofplants. Presently, the gardenhasnearly70 oddspeciesofidentified medicinal
plants and efforts are on to introduce more medicinally useful plant species in the garden from

the vast treasure of medicinal and aromatic plants of North Bengal flora.

Photographstakenwhentheherbalgardenwasin fullvigour



Thegeographicallocation oftheMedicinalPlantGarden



ListofMedicinallyimportantplantspeciesgrowninthegardenduringprojecttenure
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Students of Botany Honours (6"Semester)along with their teachers studying the garden flora
(Recent pictures)



ListofidentifiedMedicinalPlantsinthegardenat present

SINo. ScientificName Family
1. Abelmoschusmoschatus Malvaceae
2. Achyranthesaspera Amaranthaceae
3. Aloevera Asphodelaceae
4. Andrographispaniculata Acanthaceae
5. Artocarpusheterophyllus Moraceae
6. Asparagusracemosus Asparagaceae
7. Averrhoacarambola Oxalidaceae
8. Ayapanatriplinervis Asteraceae
9. Bacopamonnieri Plantaginaceae
10. Bambusavulgaris Poaceae
11. Barleriacristata Acanthaceae
12. Barleriastrigose Acanthaceae
13. Bauhiniavariegata Fabaceae
14, Bixa orellana Bixaceae
15. Chamaecostuscuspidatus Costaceae
16. Cinnamomumverum Lauraceae
17. Cissusquadrangularis Vitaceae
18. Clerodendrum infortunatum Verbenaceae
19. Coffeabenghalensis Rubiaceae
20. Colocasiasp. Araceae
21. Curcumaamada Zingiberaceae
22. Cymbopogon flexuosus Poaceae




23. Dracaenatrifasciata Asparagaceae
24. Ficus racemosa Moraceae

25. Glycosmis pentaphylla Rutaceae

26. Gmelina arborea Lamiaceae

217. Helleniaspeciosa Costaceae

28. Hygrophilaauriculata Acanthaceae
29. Jasminumsambac Oleaceae

30. Justicia adhatoda Acanthaceae
31 Kaempferiaparviflora Zingiberaceae
32. Kaempferiarotunda Zingiberaceae
33. Kalanchoepinnata Crassulaceae
34. Litchichinensis Sapindaceae
35. Lygodiumjaponicum Lygodiaceae
36. Mangiferaindica Anacardiaceae
37. Menthapiperita Lamiaceae

38. Ocimumgratissimum Lamiaceae

39. Oroxylumindicum Oroxylaceae
40. Paederiafoetida Rubiaceae

41. Pandanusodorifer Pandanaceae
42. Phlogacanthusthyrsiformis Acanthaceae
43. Phylanodiflora Verbenaceae
44, Phyllanthusemblica Euphorbiaceae
48. Phyllanthusniruri Euphorbiaceae




49. Piper nigrum Piperaceae

50. Pleurolobus gangeticus Fabaceae

51. Plumbagoindica Plumbaginaceae
52. Psidiumguajava Myrtaceae

53. Rauvolfia serpentina Apocynaceae
54. Spermacoce pusilla Rubiaceae

55. Sphagneticola calendulacea Asteraceae

56. Swieteniamacrophylla Meliaceae

57. Syzygiumcumini Myrtaceae

58. Tabernaemontanadivaricata Apocynaceae
59. Talinumpaniculatum Talinaceae

60. Terminalia bellirica Combretaceae
61. Terminalia chebula Combretaceae
62. Tinospora cordifolia Menispermaceae
63. Ziziphusmauritiana Rhamnaceae




Documents for logistic and knowledge based support from the Centre for Conservation & Utilization of
Medicinal and Aromatic plants,NBU for the revival of the medicinal plants garden.




